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The Wellhead Protection Grant Program awards grants to 
community and non-profit, non-community public water sys-
tems for projects that will help to protect their groundwater 
source from contamination. Specifically, grants are awarded 

PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM TOWNS SERVED PROJECT DESCRIPTION GRANT AMOUNT

Fort Fairfield Utility District Fort Fairfield
Replace submersible pump to help prevent 
future infiltration during spring flooding

$10,000

Grandeur Mobile Home Park Carmel Replace existing 4-5 oil furnaces with propane $10,000

Hingham Heights Mobile Home Park Glenburn
Remove oil fired furnaces and replace with 
propane furnaces

$10,000

Homestead Estates Mobile Home Park Glenburn
Remove oil fired furnaces and replace with 
propane furnaces

$10,000

Limestone Water and Sewer District Limestone
Order test kits and water conservation materi-
als for classroom hands-on learning

$5,000

South Slope Estates Mobile Home Park Carmel Replace 4-5 existing oil furnaces with propane $10,000

Sunrise Hill Estates Berwick
Convert the last mobile home in the park to 
propane heat

$10,000

Willow Brook Mobile Home Park Levant Convert kerosene burning furnaces to propane $10,000

for projects that demonstrate a commitment to the ongoing 
protection of a drinking water source. Grants are awarded up 
to $5,000 per project. A few grants of $10,000 may be avail-
able depending on the scope of the project.

W
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WELLHEAD PROTECTION GRANTS

Photos from various projects around the state.
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PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM TOWNS SERVED PROJECT DESCRIPTION GRANT AMOUNT

Auburn Water District Auburn
Risk and Resilience Assessment & 
Emergency Response Plan

$14,250

Bangor Water District
Bangor, Clifton, Eddington, Hampden, Hermon, 
Orrington, Veazie

Risk and Resilience Assessment & 
Emergency Response Plan

$15,000

Bath Water District
Bath, Brunswick, West Bath, Wiscasset, 
Woolwich

Risk and Resilience Assessment & 
engineering study

$20,000

Ellsworth Water Department Ellsworth Water Treatment System Evaluation $20,000

Farmington Village Water 
Department

Farmington
Risk and Resilience Assessment & 
Emergency Response Plan

$10,000

Five Rivers Regional Water Council
Bath, Boothbay, Bowdoinham, Brunswick, 
Damariscotta, Newcastle, Richmond, Topsham, 
West Bath, Wiscasset, Woolwich

Standardize construction standards, water 
system materials, and terms & conditions 
for all 7 water systems

$5,000

Gardiner Water District Gardiner Leak Survey $10,000

Guilford-Sangerville Water District Abbot, Guilford, Parkman, Sangerville Comprehensive System Facilities Plan $10,000

Kennebec Water District
Fairfield, Oakland, Vassalboro, Waterville, 
Winslow

Risk and Resilience Assessment & 
Emergency Response Plan

$13,500

Limerick Water District Limerick Hydrogeologic Study for a new well $20,000

Lincoln Water District Lincoln
Risk and Resilience Assessment & 
Emergency Response Plan

$10,000

Livermore Falls Water District Livermore Falls Disinfection Byproducts Study $18,283

Orono-Veazie Water District Orono, Veazie
Hydrogeological Study for replacement 
wells

$20,000

Rangeley Water District
Dallas Plantation, Rangeley, Rangeley 
Plantation, Sandy River Plantation

Capital Improvement Plan update $5,953.50

Rumford Water District Rumford
Risk and Resilience Assessment & 
Emergency Response Plan

$10,000

Southwest Harbor Water  
& Sewer District

Southwest Harbor
Pilot/bench scale study for reduction of 
Trihalomethanes

$20,000

Capacity Development Grants aid public water systems for 
the preparation of documents that will assist them in the 
maintenance or enhancement of water quality, by identifying 
possible improvements in systems’ technical, financial, 

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT GRANTS
and managerial operations (capacity development). Water 
systems can receive grants for 50% of the document cost, 
up to a maximum grant amount of $20,000.

Water System Consolidation Grants provide partial funding 
to join two water systems. The public water system applying 
for consolidation must have a technical, managerial, or 
financial capacity issue that will be addressed by the 
consolidation with the more viable public water system. 
The more viable, receiving public water system must not 
show technical, managerial, or financial capacity issues. 

Finally, the consolidation cannot result in system capacity 
issues. The Consolidation Grant funds up to 50% of the cost 
of the water system consolidation for for-profit facilities 
and up to 75% of the cost of a water system consolidation 
for not-for-profit facilities, up to a maximum of a $100,000 
reimbursement.

WATER SYSTEM CONSOLIDATION GRANTS
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The Land Acquisition Loan Program provides low interest 
loans to community and non-profit non-community public 
water systems for the purchase or legal control of land in 
drinking water source protection areas. Land acquisition is 
a key component of safe and secure drinking water and the 
protection of public health. Shoreline and direct watershed 
land use and development have a major impact on the quality 
of water available to a water system and control of those 
land uses is an extremely cost-effective way of managing 
future water treatment costs.

The 1996 Amendments to the federal Safe Drinking Water 
Act stress the importance of preventing drinking water 
contamination through source water protection and water 
system management. In Source Water Protection: Best 
Management Practices and Other Measures for Protecting 

PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM TOWNS SERVED COMPLIANCE ISSUE GRANT AMOUNT

Canton Point Park Canton Inadequate water source; funding addition to cover engineering costs $10,000

Covered Bridge Apartments Guilford Lead Exceedance $60,000

Spinsfield Commons Franklin Radon Exceedance $60,000

The Very Small System Compliance Loan Program was 
established in 2010 for very small systems. Eligible systems 
include all community systems not regulated by the Public 
Utilities Commission with a population of 100 or less and all 
not-for-profit, non-transient, non-community water systems. 
Examples include mobile home parks, apartment buildings, 
nursing homes, and schools.

This loan program provides 100% principal forgiveness (up 
to $50,000) for water treatment improvements required to 
achieve compliance with a current or future Safe Drinking 
Water Act requirement, excluding the Revised Total Coliform 

Rule. Examples of eligible projects include but are not limited 
to: treatment systems to resolve compliance issues with 
lead, copper, radon, arsenic, or antimony levels.

To date, 38 Very Small System Compliance Loans with 
100% principal forgiveness have been awarded to resolve 
compliance issues.   The total project expense of $778,831 
has improved water quality for 4154 users at a cost of $187 
per user. Nine water treatment systems were installed for 
removal of arsenic, 17 for radon/uranium removal, and nine 
for corrosion control to address lead and copper compliance.

PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM TOWNS SERVED
ACRES PURCHASED  
& PROTECTED

LOAN AMOUNT

Boothbay Region Water District Boothbay 22 $145,000

Limestone Water & Sewer District Limestone 2.5 $103,000

Drinking Water Supplies, the EPA notes that “the best way to 
control activities within sensitive areas is to purchase land 
and/or development rights to that land.”

Land Acquisition Loans continue to be made available to 
any water system that is presented with the opportunity 
to purchase land integral to the protection of their drinking 
water system. Land acquisition loans have ranged from a 
purchase of 2.3 acres all the way up to nearly 1,200 acres. 

In 2019, the Drinking Water Program updated the Land 
Acquisition Loan Program. To further encourage systems 
to invest in protecting their source of drinking water, low-
interest loans under the Land Acquisition Loan Program will 
now be eligible for 50% principal forgiveness up to $50,000 
for the purchase of land and/or conservation easement in a 
drinking water source protection area. 

VERY SMALL SYSTEM COMPLIANCE LOAN

LAND ACQUISITION LOANS

LOANS
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The Department of Health and Human Services (“DHHS”) does not discriminate on the basis of disability, race, color, sex, gender, sexual orientation, age, 
national origin, religious or political belief, ancestry, familial or marital status, genetic information, association, previous assertion of a claim or right, or 
whistleblower activity, in admission or access to, or the operation of its policies, programs, services, or activities, or in hiring or employment practices. 
This notice is provided as required by and in accordance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (“ADA”); Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, as amended; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; Age Discrimination Act of 1975; Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972; Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act; the Maine Human Rights Act; Executive Order Regarding State of Maine Contracts for Services; and 
all other laws and regulations prohibiting such discrimination. Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for additional information regarding the 
ADA and hiring or employment practices may be forwarded to the DHHS ADA/EEO Coordinators at 11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011;  
207-287-4289 (V); 207-287-1871(V); or Maine Relay 711 (TTY). Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for additional information regarding the ADA 
and programs, services, or activities may be forwarded to the DHHS ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator, at 11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-
0011; 207-287- 3707 (V); Maine Relay 711 (TTY); or ADA-CivilRights.DHHS@maine.gov. Civil rights complaints may also be filed with the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Office of Civil Rights, by phone at 800-368-1019 or 800-537-7697 (TDD); by mail to 200 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 
509, HHS Building, Washington, D.C. 20201; or electronically at https://ocrportal.hhs.gov/ocr/portal/lobby.jsf. Individuals who need auxiliary aids for 
effective communication in program and services of DHHS are invited to make their needs and preferences known to the ADA/Civil Rights Coordinator. 
This notice is available in alternate formats, upon request.

MAINE CDC DRINKING WATER PROGRAM
11 State House Station

286 Water Street, 3rd Floor
Augusta, ME 04333

Phone: (207) 287-2070

Emergency Phone: (207) 557-4214

Fax: (207) 287-4172

www.medwp.com

DRINKING WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND
WORKING TOGETHER FOR SAFE DRINKING WATER

2020
2021 DWSRF final.indd   242021 DWSRF final.indd   24 6/27/21   9:27 PM6/27/21   9:27 PM

Maine 
Municipal 

~ 
R evolving Lo _ t"und 


